
Introduction to the Creed [Topic A13] 
Stephen Mawn, instructor 

Spring Enrichment 2018 
Friday, May 18, 2018 

 

Creedal Concepts expressed in Christmas Carols 
 
Each year the Christmas season is ushered in by the singing of Christmas carols and hymns, and we hear again the 

familiar and ever beautiful songs of Christmas which have been handed down through the centuries, sung in every 

tongue and by every nation. Singing these carols in the streets of our towns, in our homes and churches and schools 

harkens back to the days of old when carol were sung by minstrels, when the Yule log burned on the hearth, holly and 

mistletoe gleamed among the Christmas candles, the boar’s head was paraded in grand procession and wassail songs 

made glad the festive and joyful Christmastide.  
 

Yet the carols present, each in their own way, the truths held by Christians about the Founder of our religion. As such, 

they are expressions of faith in song, rooted in the doctrines of the Church (both in Scripture and Tradition). There, the 

truths foretold by the Prophets, reported by enemies, retold by friends, recorded by apostles, the message carried from 

God to man by angels, is the cornerstone and foundation for the theology voiced in the happy sounds of the Christmas 

carols. 
 

The carols speak of the Divinity and Kingship of Christ, the Babe of Bethlehem as Lord and Savior as believed and 

held by the faithful. They sing the praises of the Messiah; they should with joy from the rooftops the arrival of the 

Savior and in their own way proclaim the Good News of our Messiah’s birth.  
 

But they also echo concepts expressed in the Nicene Creed.  

 
DIVINTIY OF CHRIST 

“We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ”, “Only Son of God”, “God from God, light from light, true God from true God, 

begotten not made, one in Being with the Father…” 
 

The divinity of Babe of Bethlehem has not been forgotten by the carols, which speak of the fact that the Christ Child was from 

God, that He was God, and that there was to be an irrevocable relationship between this “Child” and mankind.  
 

While Shepherds Watched their flocks by Night 

 We are invited to praise the Child-God as “Glad 

tidings of great joy” were brought to the shepherds 

“and all mankind” while there “appeared a shining 

throng of angels praising God.” 
 

Away in a Manger 

 The holy Child Jesus is implored to “Bless all the 

dear children” who are in His “tender care” and to 

“fit them for heaven to live with Thee there.” 

 

God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen 

 The Christ child is called “The Son of God by name” 
 

We Three Kings 

 “Worship Him God most high” – “Him” being the 

Holy Babe of Bethlehem. 
 

Silent Night 

 “Son of God, love’s pure light.” 

HEAVEN & CELESTIAL BEINGS 

“Maker of Heaven and Earth”, “he came down from heaven”, “he ascended into heaven” 
 

Joy to the World 

 “as heav’n and nature sing…” 
 

Angels we have heard on high 

 “Angels we have heard on high…” 
 

Hark! The Herald Angel Sing” 

 Christ, the Babe of Bethlehem is “by highest heaven 

adored”  and is “the everlasting Lord” 
 

It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 

 “from heav’ns all gracious King.” 

 

 v. 4 “… the new heav’n and earth shall own The 

Prince of Peace, their King.” 
 

O Come, All Ye Faithful 

 “Born the King of angels.” 
 

O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 “the blessings of His heav’n”. 
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Away in a Manger 

  “fit [all the dear children] for heaven to live with 

Thee there.” 

While Shepherds Watched their flocks by Night 

  “appeared a shining throng of angels praising God.” 

 

THE INCARNATION 

“through him all things were made”, “for us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven”, “for our sakes he 

was….” 
 

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 Rejoices about “God and sinners reconciled” and 

then bids the faithful to “Hail the incarnate Deity” 

and to come “the God-head see,” who has taken the 

form of a baby and who is “veiled in flesh.” 
 

O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 We are reminded that “God imparts to human hearts / 

the blessings of His heav’n” and that, “while mortals 

sleep,” nature and even the “morning stars” are asked 

to join the watching angels and “together proclaim 

the holy birth” as we “praises sing to God the King.” 
 

God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen 

 “Word of the Father now in flesh appearing” 

 

 “Remember Christ our Savior / was born on 

Christmas Day…” 
 

O Holy Night 

 “it is the night of our dear Savor’s birth” 
 

Silent Night 

 “Christ the Savior is born” 
 

 “the dawn of redeeming grace” so that all rejoice that 

Jesus is “Lord at Thy Birth.” 
 

Joy to the World 

 “Joy to the World the Savior reigns” 

  

KINGSHIP OF CHRIST 

“… his kingdom will have no end.” 
 

That the Babe in the manger was a King is shouted out with glee and mankind recognizes the “awesome happenings” of that 

night of nights in several carols. 
 

The First Noel 

 “Born is the King of Israel” 
 

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 “Glory to the newborn King.” 
 

It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 

 Announces the Good News that from that moment in 

history, all can look for “Peace on earth, good will to 

men / from heav’ns all gracious King.” 
 

 v. 4 “… the new heav’n and earth shall own The 

Prince of Peace, their King.” 
 

O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 “praises sing to God the King.” 
 

O Come, All Ye Faithful 

 “joyful and triumphant” “come (to Bethlehem) and 

behold Him / Born the King of angels.” 

 

What Child is this? 

 What child is this? “This, this is Christ the King,” it 

sings, “the King of Kings” who “salvation brings.” 
 

O Holy Night 

 “The King of Kings thus lay in lowly manger” 

 “Behold your King! Your King before Him bend!” 
 

Angels we have heard on high 

 “Come to Bethlehem”, “Come adore on bended knee 

/ Christ the Lord, the newborn King.” 
 

Joy to the World 

 “Let earth receive her King.” 

 

 
Taken from Stephen Mawn’s “Christmas Carols and Theology”, 

The Mustard Seed News, Issue 1.2 (December, 2002; St. Francis de Sales Church, Loudonville, NY). 

 

What other creedal elements can you find in 

Christmas songs and carols this year? Glory. Sinners 

& hope. The Son of God. Fulfillment of the 

Scripture. The Prophets. Etc. 


